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With the development of ICT, smart factories are emerging and spreading
around the world, and their market growth is fast, with CAGR of 9.3% from
2017 to 2022. Korea’s economy is highly dependent on manufacturing, but its
competitiveness is declining due to various factors. In order to strengthen the
manufacturing competitiveness and to lead the fourth industrial revolution, the
success of smart factories is necessary, and the underlying software technology
must be well integrated. However the approach to smart factories from the
viewpoint of software technology is insufficient. Therefore from the viewpoint
of software technology, [ analyze trends and policy to propose a policy
direction.

The Smart Factory is a factory that converges ICT such as ABCi(Al, Big
data, Cloud, IoT) and CPS(Cyber Physical Systems) and manufacturing
technologies to enhance productivity and profitability by integrating
manufacturing processes. Software is an integral part of building a smart
factory, and software allows flexibility, intelligence, real-time, connectivity, and
reliability.

I have summarized domestic and overseas policies, market size, and examples
related to smart factories and have analyzed the technologies applied to smart
factories from the viewpoint of software. In Korea, there is insufficient
awareness of the importance of software in smart factories, and there is a
lack of technology related to smart factories, lack of basic software technology,
and lack of experts, It was identified as vulnerable.

Therefore, in order to succeed in Korea’s smart factory, it is necessary to
change the basic perception that it is not simply a process automation of the
manufacturing industry but a new type of factory that is led by software. To
achieve this, it is important to acquire the necessary level of software related
to a smart factory rather than to build a large number of smart factories. To
this end, effective policies are needed to overcome software vulnerabilities.
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Software policy direction for the success of smart factories should clarify
policy objectives, policy tasks and implementation system under a priority of
comprehensive viewpoint, and strategic implementation is necessary. The policy
goal should be to raise the national software capacity to top class within the
shortest period to secure competitiveness of our manufacturing industry. The
key challenges for this are the development of software technology, the
development of human resources, and the enhancement of software companies’
competitiveness. It is essential to cooperate with the relevant ministries in the
smart factory implementation system and to strategically promote the
construction of smart factories according to the domestic manufacturing
situation.
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