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Executive Summary
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The rapid advancement of digital technologies, such as generative Al, has intensified the global
competition for digital talent, with major countries actively utilizing visa systems as a means of
attracting talent. Additionally, the spread of digital nomads across borders, driven by Geo-Arbitrage, has
led to the implementation of digital nomad visas in over 50 countries. South Korea is currently facing
a shortage of digital talent, particularly high-level Al experts, and is not an attractive destination for

acquiring digital talent. Therefore, this paper aims to compare and analyze South Korea’s visa system



and programs with those of leading countries and suggest ways to improve South Korea's system for
attracting digital talent.

Recent visa programs in South Korea include the K-Tech Pass (targeting outstanding talent in advanced
industries), the Startup Korea Special Visa (for promising overseas startups), and the Science and
Technology Fast Track (for Master's and Ph.D. graduates from science and technology-focused
institutions), offering various tailored benefits. Other related visas include D-2 (student visa), D-4
(general training), D-8 (investment), D-10 (job-seeking), E-3 (research), E-4 (technical guidance), E-7
(specific activities), F-5 (professionals), and digital nomad visas.

The United States attracts STEM talent through H-1B (specialty occupation), J-1 (exchange visitor), and
O-1 (extraordinary ability) visas, offering extensions and expanding eligibility. The UK uses the Global
Talent Visa and High Potential Individual Visa to attract highly skilled individuals in the digital field,
while offering targeted benefits for Al talent through the Al Futures Grants. Japan has enhanced its
policies for advanced professionals (J-Skip, J-Find), and Australia has strengthened its talent acquisition
through the National Innovation Visa. New Zealand attracts innovative talent in the startup ecosystem
through its Global Impact Visa. Digital nomad visas are implemented in various ways depending on the
country, linking tourism, employment, and entrepreneurship.

While South Korea has introduced various visa programs to attract digital talent, there is still room for
improvement in areas such as target scope, eligibility requirements, benefits and incentives, application
procedures, and the integration of different visa types. The comparative analysis with international
systems is discussed in the conclusion. The paper suggests three main improvements to South
Korea’s digital talent visa system: @ the development and enhancement of specialized digital field
visas/programs, @ strengthening talent attraction through improved benefits and convenience, and @

improving the integration of visa programs for better support.
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